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51 Beryl Mercer has turned over the AEship Lo Ken
Chezslin.  ffter the immense amount of hard work
she did, rescuing OMFA from the morass it had got
into. sho dosorves a rost. She also deserves a
madsal.

Bob Shaw's picece in this issuc is reprinted from
that sterling fanzine from the dollar ares,
WARHOON,

My Diary having becn burnt in o fire I have to
£i11 it in S50ME way....

Our »ld fricnd Waltcr Ryan gives a brief account
of Northern Irclend's shrre of thz world's
troubles.

At one time Ireland was known as the Island of
Saints znd Schol-re. The front ecover shows all
that's laft of it.

THE SCiHR, by the way,is, like all the hest
things in life, frec. Howsver, if you haven't
sent po your 'zine or o lsttor reeontly 1111
assumed you have moved an? I']11 wait £ill you
lct ne have youwr new address.

Slaintec,

Geo,



HOW TO DESIGN A MODERN ALRCRAFT

THE TITLE of this little article is,
of ecourse, & misnomsr. If would take
a whole fanzine to turn the averapgs
reader into a competent asronautical
cnzineer, bub readines this will teach
you as much as I know —~ and I earned
my living in the field for a year.
ind if any of you poes and gets a
#ood job with Boeing all I ask 1s

{a) 50% of your first month's salary,
and {b) that you don't blame me if
you encounter any of the Filthy Five,

I nover found out how I pot the
job. I'd been working as a con-
structional engineer in Bolton,
wanted back home, and applied to the
Belfast aireraft plant in the hope
that I would be acecpted for re-
training., But to my swrprisc and
alarm I was told that they were
golng to put me to work right away
on a big military freighter. Having
read Hevil Shute I was seared stiff
on the first day as I zpproached the
design building: supposineg I forpot
to switeh the computer off and
wasted its battery; supposing I fell
into the wind tunnel and went round
and round 1t for ever, mouthing help-
lessly as I passed the 1little window;
supnosing I was responsible for the
point being put on the wrong end of
an acroplans, meaning it could only
get through the sound berricr back-
wards....

Howover, I necdn't have troubled
myaclf with these abstruse technical
considerations, for I was assigned
to work with the Filthy Five. This
was a select little proup of =eccen-—
tric draughtsmen who had a unique
claim to fame in the firm -- they had
never designed an aireraft part which
was gubscquently translated into
reality.

The section leador was a wilzmened
1ittle Seot ealled Scotty, an ardent



spiritualist who saw ghosts every night in life, During the day, when he was
supposed to be foreing us to work, he wrote detailed notes of the previous
night for a psychic magagzine, Not only did he contribute nothing to the
project, he actuslly held it back, because some of the more lmpressicnable
draughtsmen were afraid of Scotty and wowlddn't work overtime with him on dark
nights. Into the bargain, it was well known that he sometimes thought he
was an eagle. "I get nightmares,! one apprentics told me, "about Scotty
flepping up and down the office with me in his falons."

Next in command was Dugglie, a watery-eyed bachelor who suffered from
tuberculosis, diabeltes and a dreadful stutter. His main interest in life
was foreign languages. He was fluent in quite a number and loved displaying
his proficiency because, strangely, when he was using a foreign tongus his
stammer completely vanished, As an example of the sort of thing he did when
he was supposed to be working: when he found oubt that Fitzgerald had not
translated all of the Rubaiyat, Duggie taught himself Persian and translated
the rest for his own amusement.

Then came Nor:is Gray, who insisted on calling himself Sirron Yarg to show
that robody, not even his pareuts, was going to force him into the conformist
mould. His wallet and all his draftiing gear bore the initials S5.Y. He also
had a theory that he wowld betray his irdividuality by working normsl office
hours, and was never less than two hours late. True to his principles, he
usually stayed on two Lours or more after everybody else had m~one home, but the
firm didn't benefit much by it. As soon as he had the place to himself he
would go down into the workshops and steal aircraft components, usually radio
parts he had a special fondnsss for. Hirron worked reasonably hard in the
office, bub as he did not recognise British Standard Specificaticns {"supreme
example of enforced conformity") his drawings wers treated as highly svspect.

" Then came Jimmy —- handsomz, voiuble exbtrovert who devouraed science fiction
most of the day and had an ambition to write sf novels. His trouble was that
he had & theory that the name of the hero is the most impcrtact thing in a
book. He would spend week after week working on a hero's nams, selecting one
which embodied the character, background, attitudes, place in the book's
imaginary soclety, ete. After maybe three monthg cf intensive work he would
arrive at a perfect name, but then would realise that to the inltiale the name
would tell the whele story - so what was the point of adding 60,000 words of
useless embroidery? At that point, Jimmy would pet down to work on another
book.

Last was Ernie —— tall, dark, buck-toothed, and so fanatical about his
motoreycle that he couldn't come to work on it without feeling that it had
sarned at least a minor overhaul, and someiimes a major strip-down. He spent
most of his time nipping up and down bebween our third-floor office and the
yard where his bike was kept. The nachine's carburettor was practically a
pernanent fixture in his hand, and T used to see parties of visiting VIPs
staring curiously at it as they went by, probably thinking it was a strange
new drafting tool or a jet engine component:,

This then was the Filthy Five, my mentors, and I was to spend a dreamlike
year in their company. Ws were supposed to design a small pilece of fuselage
structure near one of the plane's escape doors. Scotty showed me the door on
a general arrangemeub drawing. I was immediately struck by the fact that
somebody jumping ouh of the escape door would land on a propellor, bub being



a greenhern I kept my mouth shut and got down to work, or as clogse to it as was
possible in the company of Scotty, Duggls, Jimmy, Sirron and Ernie.

Six months later Scotty gathered us around him and %told us it had Just been
discovered that anybody Jumping out of our door would land on a propellor,
which was hardly compatible with the whole idea of escaping. Every drawing we
had done in that six months was therefore scrapped. The Filthy Five took the
news stolcally enough ~- their drawings vere always scrapped anyway, and this
way at least somebody else could shoulder the blame.

Not being used to the aircraft industry, 1 was pretty burned up about 1t,
but I started cver again, anxious to do ry bit in putiing one of those big
gilver birds up in the sky.

Four months later came the news that; with our door in its new position,
people jumping out of it would land cn people jumping out of another door
directly below. Agsin the dcor was moved, and all our drawings were scrapped.
The Filthy Five accepted this blow with their wsual fortitude, even indiffer-
ance, but I sat down and wrote an application for a job in the firm's publicity
department, I got the job, bui, the aircraft husiness being what it is, it
took two months to arrange the transfer to an office four hundred yards away.
In that two months I didn't pubt pencil to paper once. I was now a full member
of the group.

But although they took the continued transience of their door so coolly its
datgst migration seemsd a kind of death knell for the Filthy Five., Sirron was
the first to go. He was caught one night valiantly trying to steal an entire
R/T set from a Sunderland flying boat. Our hearts swole with pride when we
learned that he would have got away from the enraged sccurily men but for the
fact that the set was so heavy that when he thrcw it onto his pushbike the bike
crumpled up in the middle. Sirron resigned next day, and the Jast we heard he
had gone to the US and was in the army.

Ernie was nexht, bubt even before he went I sensed disaster. Ominously, he
lost inbterest in his motorcycle and took up underwater swimming, throwing
himself inteo the new pursuit with a fanaticism which led to his downfall., The
aea is cold around Ulster so Ernie resalised he had to have one of those one-~
plece rubber suits. He couldr't afford to buy ons, but the solution he hit on
stamped him as ono of the most original thinkers of our time. The firm had
just receilved a contract for cocooning of naval airecraft. FErnie went down to
the hangar where the ijork was boing carried out, got into cne-piecs woollen
combinations and paid a worker %o spray him with the plastic cocconing material.
Unfortunately, the stuff takes rather a long time to set and a manager happened
to walk into the hangar and discover a silver-gray Ernie sbanding in a dark
corher —- buck teeth shining -- like an oubsize crucifix. He didn't get
fired -~ I think the management were bemused with thoughts of what a2 mind like
that could do if only its energy could be harnessed -~ but he was made to work
so hard that he soon left for England.

Duggie made his exit vhrough trying to leap gracefully onto the platform of
a fast-moving bus. He got on all right, but broke his leg in *he process.
Aftervards te told me he was lying there with one leg bent laterally at right
angles from his kneewhen the conductor came along, looked down at him and
said. Wou're dead lucky -- you could've broxen your leg doing a fool thing
like that." The TB and diabetes complicated his recovery sc much that it ool



a year to fix his leg, but while he was at home the firm began sending him all
its foreign correspondence to translate. He did it so well that he never had
to go back to the drawing board, but I think he missed his cld way of life. I
visited him at home a few months later and found the stairwell of his three-
storey house filled withagigantic pendulum arrangement which he used for
drawing harmonograph patterns by the hundred.

~ Jimmy went to the States where his charm and blarney, distrusted by his
fellow Ulstermen, won him instant success. . Scotty left too —- his wife's
nerves finally gave way under the strain of the nightly visitations, and they
rotired to the south of England, although separate bedrooms might have been a
more efficient solution.

The aircraft we all worked on is 1n sorvice with the RAF now, carrying cargo
in 5,000-mile hops all over tho world. I often think it would have been a nice
memorial if even one minor component could have borne the imprint of the Filthy
Five.

THE STAIR CASE

There's a itendency for som: sf writers to bewail the decay of society, the
bresk-down of the old systems of morality, etc. In general the ones who do
this seem to come from London or New York or some such place, and no doubt they
are simply reporting what they sec around them -— but I do wish they wouldn't

- assume that local conditions are general. Northern Ireland, in rmy estimation,
ig far more typical of tho world norm in this respect than London or New York,
and socisty here has not daecayed, nor have the old systems of morality broken
down,

Hapnily for the world in pgeneral I have been able to isolate the factor which
has prevented the degeneraticon of Ulster society, and am about to make the
results of my researches known to fandom. Thus armed we will bo sble to rebuild
sociaty in those unfortunats places wherc it has broken down, and to prevent the
rot from spreading elsowhere. And happily for us there is no nsed to leap up on
ramparts or do any of th: other hazardous things Phil Farmer has been proposing,

Al11 you have_to-do is stare at psople.

A% first sight, or even first stare, this mipght scem too casy — but note
that it is in precisely thosec arsas wherc people have given up tho practice of
staring that everything else has startod to come apart at the seams. The big-
gest mistaks any soclety can make is to adopt the attitude that staring is
unsophisticated. 4 good, prolonged, wsll-diracted stare is, in fact, onc of the
nost powsrful wesapons the forces of morality have cver possessed. As an obvious
example, very few pcoplc will gladly commit a murder or a burglary if they think
they are being starced at.

See what I mean? When you think about it, the stare is revealed as a form of
getion-at-a~distance, socond only to gravity itsclf. Consider hypnotlsm, the
lion-tamer's stare, the basilisl, and that perverted form of staring known as
the evil eyec.

Not only does the practice of starlng regulats public morallty, but it also
casts a beneficent influence over mannors and customs, . Every time I go to
London I'm grateful for the reminder of what staring has averted in Belfast., I
see the most extraordinary things being allowed to pass unnoticed; men with



beads and painted faces and flowerad overcoats, girls made up like corpses,
and so on,

In case anybody gots me wrong, Tet me gsay I'm a firnm bellever that ‘people

_ should be allowed to appear in the streets in any poculiar clothes or condition
thet ‘they choose. That is their affalr. They must not be persecuted or inter-
fered with; but they ought, within reasonable I1imits, to be stared at. In
Belfast we do stare, and this definitely discourapges extremes and extravagan~
ces. - As a result of this general practice of staring we find that people who
act in an unusual way in Belfast do so from honest personal conviction,

If a man goes about Belfast woearing a flowered overcoat and carrying a pink
umbrella you will generally find that he does so bocause he belisves in it. He
docs it deliberately and is prepared to be stared at, and toc stare back too.

He ig a man of strong, honest and fearless character, But if you meet a wman in
London wearing a flowered coat and carrying a pink umbrella, it's a good bat -
that he does so with no definite conviction. He is merely a weak person drift-
ing with the Carnaby Street current. Knowing that, in a city where people do
not stare, he can wear anything anywhere without censure or quastion, only in-
creases his weakness and eventually destroys his character.

A word of warning o anyono who may be about to throw himself into the
sclence of the pstare without due proparation., Staring is no mere matter of an
empty, poggle~ayed gape — 1t is an art. It requires a receptive, interssted,
sympathetic state of mind. The business of the starer is to know the human
heart. Staring, indeed, may be as muca a matter of hearing as of secing — of
hearing the still, small voice of humanity. It is a virtue widely and consci-
entiously practiced by the wise people of Ulster. And evil will be the day
when & cold-hearted generalion goes on its dull way with glassy eyes that lock
neither to right nor left, as happons slsewhers.

But let us in fandom meke sure that such a day never dawns throughout the
world. Let us act as zealous advocabos of this virtue till we persuade the
whole world to do likewise. Then people of every nation, creed, casie, colour,
age and sex will lock at each other, not with envy or distrust, but with a
friendly, open-hsarted, appreciative stare,

A LOAD OF BULLETINS

Herbert Plinge, the world's leading communications satcllite designer, has
written an article bemcaning the amount of moncy he logt because in 1947 he
thought of, but failed wo patent, Arthur C Clarke.

Latcest sf books nominated for the Groogh Award are "The Brave Bulls® by Gore
Vitals; "0dd John' by R A Lavatory; "The Flying Saucer® by T Disch; "The
Mightiest Machine” by Cogswell; "The Square Egg" by Pangborn.

English author K Amis today stated that, Walter Breon's deductions to the
contrary, he is not Simak spelt backwards.

This would be as good a place as any Geo L Charters
To say that 3 Lancaster Ave
The SCARR is odited and published B A NG O R

By Northern Ireland




Mar 1 Long, lorg age “here livad

- : 7T an Egkimo called Bail Mee sl Lia

¥ TR PT AN , , wife Su, Oa tho nigu. their son
Q%P% et ol Kohrt was born there wis a truly
tremendous stborm, so Tty lnew by

this that EKohrt was destined for

! groat things. And £o ke was. He
Ifl 3 became known as  tha best builder
‘ ' of kayaks for miles aroutud, evon

as far south as Chicago! ilis oyn

I
1
W: was specially good, and he vas
| | justly proud of It. But onze, ou
, ; ! a long trip, he Javided or a
» I floating ice-field. duczped the
I fd kayak up o the ez and went off
E? to hunt. Unlnckily, he sagidant..
' ally broke his arm udd 33 iied ho
T 1 ] stay some weels widle it roalied.
| : There was bub ore i1tom ¢of ool -
R his kayak. And tbat wae when te

learnod that you can't bave rour
kayak and eat it.

Mar 2 Shortly afiar Rebirr wen

married the whole wwile migooisu
South for six months. Before leaving sach kayak-owner duz a hole - the leo.
put his kayak therein and filled the hole with water, which Jrcze gl
Kohrt 4id the same with his new boat, BReturning, he was surprisid
that someone had dug up his kayak, thawed it oub and wsed .-. Th
was never found, but for mamy a long Arctic nighe the chief ucnzc 70 T
igloos was; "Who thawed Kohrt Nee's baai?"

Mar 3 During a drought the river became almost completeuy dilcd SG
wes no nightly bath for the two young cels. Ous day, wion Pav; Gon wmE a
work, Mamma eel took the youngstors upstream G211l thny ramnc %o a post wrd
washed a month's accumlation of rmud off them. Thon whsy Fava eei =a=iirnod
that evening she showed him a clean palr of eels,

Mar /4 There is a story about a man who tried to teach finh %o play v ainal
instruments. He failed, however, to teach a tuna to play 2 rnomih-orgar -~-
he didn't understand it was a piano tuna.

Mar 5 Two little fish playing happily in the bay were catght Ly a Lolarman
and were served up that evening for dinner. They were uctia calen oy o hadly-
dressed, bad-mannered, ugly gilri. Arrived in her stomach. orne romarked to
the othsr, "™What's a nlee plaice like you doing in a girl like Shisty®

Mar & Old Lang kept a pawnshop in Glasgow. A4 rumour began eirculating that
the three brass balls over the doorway woere not trass al all, buh pﬂid. An
enberprising erook decided to steal them in spite of the provests of nis
nate. He tried to do so wlth his friend keeping watcn, bus elivped and brcks
his back. His mate rushed up and eried, "Och; Jock, why did¢ ye dae 347" And
with his last breath Jock sald, "Ah did it for auld lang's s3ign.®



Mar 7 "As a result of the increase among the general public of knowledge of
polsons and pollee methods the mumber of undetected murders has doubled in the
last twenty years.m Anything wrong with that stetement?

Mar 8 The stupld maid angwered the phone:-~

Caller: "Is Mr Smith there, please?"
Maid: "Yes., What name shell I give him, sir?¥
1Quoit, " .
"L beg your pardop, siri®
PQuoit, Quolt.”
"Would you mind spelling it, sir?"
"3 for questlon, U for umbrella, 0 for ordinary, I for Ireland,..,"
"Beg pardon, sir, I for what, sir??
"L for Ireland, T for telephone, QRUOIT .M
"Ygs, Mr Quoit, I'11l call Mr Smith.Y
Why 4id I call the maid stupid?

Mar & A& man drives up a two-mile long hill at 10 m,p.h. At what speed must
he drive down again to average 20 m.p.h. for the whole trip?.

Mar 10 If I think my watch is two minutes fast when actually it iz two min-
utes s slow, what is the correct %ips vhen I think 1t is 2 2'¢?

Mgy 11 TFive men on a raft. Each has cigarettec but no mears of lighting one.

Then one man thread a clgareute into the sea ard tnev were all able to light
1, How? .

Yar 12 If 9 timoes 7 i3 35, 8 x 4 =23, 6 % 8 = 84 what is 7 L;mes 69

Mar 13 *Fe must go {orward or back there is no ouher alternatlve.“ What
is wrong with that sentence? .

Mar 15 ()Jn which day of tho week 4id 10th September 1572 £all. (Seven guessss
allcvad. T R

Mar 15 Who sald, "I remerber, I remember the house whers I was born!?
May 19 Whro said, "And the Cclonel's daughinr smiled on him ag wellf,

‘Mar 20 OCragzy Charlie likes meat but hales vegetables; hates cocoa bich likes
uea' likes a pen, won't use a pencil; likcs gresn, dislikes ye]low, Woulid
he prefer lambhs to donkkeys? COr bosks to magazﬁﬁﬂGQ -

Mar 23 "This is my nephew," said Harry to his sistor Harriet. "He may be
your nephow but hs's not mine," replied Harriet. How come?

Mer 24 A bottle and its cork costs $1.05, and the bottle costs a dollar morc
than the cork. How much does the cork cost?

Mar 27 White to play and mate in 292 moves: g58s/lp2p3/plklPlpl/6Pp/PRplplpP/
(Otto Titus Blathy. 1900)
§/2P1P12P/ 34, .



DARK AND TRUE AND iR NDER?
1S THE NOP\TH

ONE DAY A GROUP of fellow-travellers marched against the anclent walls of a
forbidden city, guarded by fierce giants. If this sounds like the beginning
of a falry story, woell, that is how it should be, for in a country which has
had so much history as Ireland, and where that history is so long remembored,
every place 1s a symbol and overy action takea on the quallty of myth,

To :mosH modern reporters, howaever, the confrontetion betweon the travell-
ers und the glants, and the violence that follewed, were the spontaneous
rovolt of an oppressed people against unjust government. To some others they
were a conspiracy of terrorists against democratic institutions.

To some extent both these assessments are correct, and indeed almost every
shatement made about the recent troubles in Northern Ireland contalns some
element of truth. Unfortunatoly, many people assume that the problems of
such a small country must be vory simple: whereas s small country is subject
to the same historlcel and economic forces &s a large onc, and the operation
of those forces is further complicated by personslity econflicts. The
strugglo between Torence 0'Nelll and Brian Faulkner for leadership of tho
Government may, as the New Leoft ingeniously oexplaln, be essentially a class
struggle between the declining aristocracy and the rising bourgeolsie; but
vhen in fact those soclo-historical trends are personified in two fallible
human beings, one wonders at which level true reality lies.

Some reportors meorely drag into the open one strand of the truth from the
tangled skeln of Irish politics and cxhibit 1t proudly to the world as the
core of the problem. Each time they pull tighter the knot in Northern Ire-
land, as those who feel thelr polnt of view has bsen overloocked conclude with
gome Justification that the only way to scours the atbtention of modern
communications medis is to do something viclent.

The more simple and obvious the explanation, the less likely it is to be
correct, For example, thc troubles have little to do with religion, the
Protestant and Catholic churches belng on the best of terms with each other,
(The notorioys Paisley is neither a Prosbyterian nor an Orangeman.) They
have aeven loss to do with eivil rights for Catholies, who have and have
alweys had in Northern Ireland exactly the same rights as Protestants.

If one had to give & one-sentence explanation for all the bother it is
this: an age-old vendetta between two cthnie groups, fomented by unscrupulous

BY  WALTER RYAN



and shortsighted politicians and exacerbated by econcmic problema, has once
again flared into- vlelence° ) S

The two ethnic groups are the descendants of thu rebellieus Irieh of the
17th century, and the descendants of tho Protestant Scottish and English
settlers who displaced them from their lends. The rebellious Irish were
themselves The descendants of succoasive waves of similar invasions, a1l of
whom were contentedly absorbed in the mainstroam of Irish culture, and most
of the settlers were of similar reacial origins. Thoy would soon have inter-
mingled if it had not been for ths fact that the Catholic church had decrced
that the children of any marriage between Protestant and Catholic must be
brought up as ‘Cathslics.. This decree, which is still in force, has perpetu-
ated’ a #1rtuall* complete apartheid betveen fhe tvs communities 1n: Northern
Ireland, so that 1t is possible for g Pretestant #o-grow upy live a rich’
full Iife and die, without .ever meeting ‘s’ Catholié gocially..- The two comm=
unities live in separate districts, go ﬁe separate ‘schools whers they learn -
different versions of history, play difforent games, join different clubs
and dance different dances,. read different newspapers, and generally know
less: about ong atothor than they do about the Réd Indianis.” The Catholies,
who are in the mineriby “In. Northarn Ireland, Look for aid and .comfort to the
Republlc of Treland, which hag never reeegnieed the right" of the Protestant . .
North to anindependent existence. Tho Protestants, who'are in tHe minority .
in Ireland.-as -a wvhole, look with less confidence to England, which doesn't '
want To be bethered. .The situation is one of gLettees within a ghetto, and
Notrthern Irsland. is prehably the only ceuntrv Ln %he world where everyone is
a member of & persecuted minority. o

In rural and werkrng-eiase Northern. Ireland the ethnie bcundques are
well defined and generally well .respected, the- traditienal paradas of the:
Orange Order and the Anclent Order of Hibernians— avoidimg “the torrit ery‘ef o
their traditionsl opperents. - These. perades arc a form of folk art, full of -
music and colowr, but ‘thay serve. the basic purposs. of" re-asseriing claim to.
a partleular territory, and when one side attempts to asseort a right to: y
hyalk" in the territory of ancther it is regarded as aggreseive or provoca—. -
tive, or in a mlxed area as an indication that Lhe offending side nov
be11eves they have supremacy in that hirea. .

“We arc now in'a. poesicion to translato into cen;empera“y vorms the falry
story wiih which we Tegan, It falls naturelly into throee” chaptors.

1. The Battla of Duke Strect

Ono day a pxoup of civil righ®s marchors ablempted to maréh into the
traditionally Drebeetent area of Derry, the old walled city centre, and were
barred by the pellce. The eivil rights movement 2t that time comprised all
the cnemies the Unionist (Protestant) Government had eccumulated durlng itas
oxistence, &nd’ nc' governmenrt which has tecn in power for 48 years is’ likely
Yo run short of thiem, Tholr lesaders werc liboralis genudnely in search of an
integrated society, commurists, socialists (revelutlenary or otherwise) and
Catholic nationalists including members of the berrorist IRA, which had now

turned its ener gles invo street domonstrations. Thelr sisted airms wore such - - -

reasonable ongs a8 the abolifiron of the property qualification for voting in
elections for munlcipal authorities and ginilar bodics in rural districts.
This property qualification wes based on the fact that the revenus of those



authorities was ralsed from taxes on property, but it had boen abollshed in
England some twenty years ago because of ths wartime destruction of property
and movement of population. -The importance of it in the Northern Ireland
context was that becausc of the 17th century settlement Catholies were less
likely to own property than Protostants, and somc Protestants feared that the
introduction -of universal franchise would tip the balance in mixed areas. The
practical lmportance of this was that the winning party could use the local
authorityfs powers 1o build and allocate housing to consolidate its position.

4 number of militant Protestants accordingly regarded the civil rights
march as an attempt by thoir traditional opponcnts to assert thelr supremacy
in Derry, and it was clear there might bo trouble. The police advised the
Government accordingly and it was decided to divert the march along a loss
contentious route. A barricer was set up to enforec the diversion. The civil
rights marchers however uncxpectodly turned along ancther street Ieadling in
the same forbidden directior: another body of police was hastily posted
there, without a barrler: the morchers atizmpted to push thelr way through:
there wags some throwing of stones and banner poles: the police made a baton -
charge: simultaneously the outflanked police arrived behind the marchers, .
who thought their retreat was being cut off, and the melec was retained in
full view of the tv and newsreel cameras which tho leadoers of the marchurs
had theoughtfully arranged to be present.

It was at this poinl that Northern Ireland politics entered the McLuhan
era, 1ln which politics 1s a2 branch of the entertainment industry. The dramat-
ic plctures of armcd policemen clubbing dofenceless demonstrators raiséd a
81mplo guestion to which the Goverament had no simple answer. Namely, why
should a peaceful procession asking for such an obvious right as "one man;
one vobe" not be allowsd to walk along tho street? :

- The quostion cxposed the basic woakness of the Northern Ireland Govern-
ment's ‘position, which is that it is trying to operatc the machinery of two .
party government in a one party stats. In England the two politieal parties
try to do each other down al cvory opporlunity, but since povwer swings from.
one to the other quite frogunntly no lasting damage resulis. But in Northern
Ireland they play for keeps, since the Opposition party is dedicated to the -
‘destruction of the state itsclf by its absorption in the Republic of Ireland:
there is no alvernative Government nor eny prospecl of one. This is a state
of atffairs which has induced arrcgance aad complaconey in the ruling party,
‘since they have little to fear in 2lections: and fvrrosponsibllity among the
Oppositicn, who can blams overything on the Government and promise Utopia
without any likelinood »f being asked to deliver it.

2. The Prigoner in the Pagth

It will be obvious to you that the only hopo »f Northern Irelnnd ovolving
into an invegrated domocracy is for the Catholics o recorcile themselves ho
the exlstonce of the svate, and for tho Protestants to trust thom not to
sabotage it. Catholic co-operation in running the country might not materi+
ally improvo the economic situation (Northorn Ireland is a somi-industrialised
region with no rav materials and separated from its morkets by the sea) bub'
it might stop the Catholice uuomnloyea for blumang tho ProtGSudnt GOVanment
for their plight. e :

This was Terencc Q'Neill's pollcy, an? ©or somo years it looked llke ‘being




succegeful. The Catholic Nationalist Party nccepted the rele of Officinl
Opposition in the Morthern Irelnnd Parliament and the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Ireland visited 0'Neill at his official. residence, Stormont
Castle. 0O'Neill beeane popular with many Catholics and wes even vobed
Irishman of the Year by the roaders of a Southern Irish newspaper.  But
unfortunately in political terms this popularity was o liability to.0'Nedill
rather than an asset. His power base was the Unionist Party, which oxisted
to preserve the union with Groat Britain, 2nd which hed the solid support of
the Protestant two-thirds of thoe population. Ib uas obviocus to many Unionist
voters that the only danger te Northorn Ircland's cexistence was that the
Unionlst Party would split: if vwo Unionist eandidates ran in the same
constibucncy a Navionalis?t might be .olected, and if thore were ehough of then
they could vote Nowthern Ircland into the Republic. This was where Paisley
bocame important. His following in the country was neglipible, bub he
commandod the support of some fenaticel activists, all vohemently anti-
Catholic and therefore anti--O'Neill. Morcover, O'Heill had become personally
unpopular in somc guarters, and thore was an ineroasing body of opinion
within the Party that it would be safor to have another leader. '

This tlien wos the situation at the time of the Battle of Duke Stroet. The
press and tv coverage of the incident was so uxtensive that the British
Govermment intervenad, and with their aldd 0'Neill was atle to get the
Unionist Party o accept most or tho reforms adwvocated by the Civil Rights
Movenent. But this did 1ittle o raconellc the Gatholics, who regarded them
a8 having bezn forced on the Government, and it furcher =licnated the anti-.
0'Weill olement in the Unionist Party and increased its strength. The
Cabinet Minister responsible for law and order during the Duko Street affair
resigned, and a Parny Meoting was ealled to consider deposing O'Neill.
Foiitically spezking, O0'Neill's position was imnoasible, beeanse he was
asking 2ic party 5o deabroy Lesclf, The basic 2im of tiae Unionisv Party was
the mairtenance of the union with Grost Britain, but every movement eventually
bocomes institutionslised, and the preacrvatilon of the Party as an cntity was
the first consideration with many: just as tho preservation of chursheg as
institutione secms fio become more important than tho teachings of their
founders. O'Neill iind. the preat majorily of the country beohind nim....a
public opinion poll showed that nearly 80F of the noople preferred him to any
ather leador....but as long as he had any sizable proportion of {h: Unionist
Party against him bis positior was unbenctlc. 1In desperation he appealed
direetly te the puoplo over the neads of uis party nosses. Going on tolevis-
ion he appealed to toacm o put Love Heforc fear, trust before suspicisn and
to indicate shelr swmoris *o him personal L,

The respcnsc was the most moving and hopeful event in Ireland sineco
Parncll, and *he only reason it 34id nol attraet world-wide atiention was
becausc Northern lreland is such a smnll country. About 150,000 people wrote
to O'Neill, which is cguivalent %o 20 millioan Amcricans writing to the
President. Factorles, schools. who'c villagrs organised petitions. Groups
of peoplic took full page advorbisemencs in the local papers. Bumper stickers
reading "Keep O'Neill at tho wiecl! wers prodteed overnight. Several organ-
ilsed groups sprang tp dedicated o the prineiples of O'Neillism and were
inundated with subscriptions.

This remarkable upsucge of pubiic opindon ailenced ths traditional
politicians, and thc Unionist Party vobed O'Neill unanimous support. An
amnesty was declared for all those inveived in tho Duke Street battle and



the subsequert riots, and Northern Ireland spent the Christmas of 1968 in a
spirit of goodwill which sceomed Vo promisce a brighter future for everyone,

3. The Burntollet Ambush

That would have boen a fine conding for a fairy story, but in polities
nobody ever lives happlly cever after. The revolutionary socialists,
incluling one Bernadette Dovlin, were disappointed with the apparcnt success
of 0'Helll's reformist solution and announced their intention of holding a
civil rights march right across Northern Ireland, and the IRA provided them wi
with an escort. The march was described by the judicial commissicn which
investigated the cvents later as Yan act of calculated martyrdom'" and, sure
enough, 1t was attacled by extreme Protestant toughs at Burntollet Bridge in
the moorlands of County Dorry, and somc students waore beaten with clubs. The
Government and police were blamed Tor affording inadequate proteciion, and
the eouniry immediately split along traditional lines. Catholics saw
Bernzdetic Dovlin and the other student marchers as young idealists,
brutally attacked by Goverament supporters. The graphic neuspaper accounts
of young girls being beaten uith najled clubs had sexual undertones. Protes-
tanis desplsed their own extremists, but reparded the march as a publicity
stunt, ~allously caleulated to destroy O0'Neillism.

Certainly it had this cffect. In an attempt to clear the air JI'hNeill
appointed the judicial commission I mentioned, and was disowned by two
members of his own cabinet. He declared » general eleetion, and sapported
pro-0'deill candidates against official candidatos of his own party. He won
the electior and was returncd to power, but net by a convineing enough
majority, though 530 morc votes scatiered over a few vital constituencies
would have mace all the differcnce. The Catholies had besn alienated by
Barnioilst, and many voted for cendidates from among the marchers. The
Protcstants were alicnated by the Catholic rioting which had taken place in
Dorry City after tne Battle of Duke Streot and the Burntollet Ambush., O'Neill

strugpled on for a few monthz, and then gave place to a traditional type of
Protestany Government which had littlc hope of recoreiling the Catholies.

The Catholic rioting in Dorry continuned at intorvals, until 2800 policomen
hed boen seriously Injured, more +vhan 2 quarter of all the police 1n  the
counbry. At the heigivh of the last and worst riot thz Ropublic of Ireland
moved Ius troong to the Border, and the now cxircemist-doninated civil rights
moverent organised dewroastratlions in other towns to weaken the police
furSher. Catholic cyiremists in Belfast vsed the opportunity o aitack
police sueuions ard Protestant working ciass areas with rifles and machine—
grig. Frovesvant exsromists counterabiacked with lirearms and petrol bomba,
burndng many Catnolie familics out of thoir homes.,  British troops were
brought 1n and enforced tho utneoasy poace which now exists.

It seems vo me that therc arc several lessons of universal application
which can ho drair from the cvents in Noxthern Ireland.

1. That demceracy as we know it can opernte only when there is zencral
agreement on fundamentals. The solution which is being tried now in No~thern
Ircland Is vo transfor most of the controversial aspocts of governmont to
the eivll servieo or to nominatcd ptbilic bodies.



2. That hate is more powerful in polities than love, If only becausc its
effects are more newsworthy an! televisual. The influencce of the modern
news media on the gvents in Northern Ircland has bcen consistently
pernicious.

3. That thc technique of obstruetive or violent demonstration as
practised by the New Left can destroy a community by creating the
opportunities for the violent expression of hatred, and can produce nothing
elsc. After a year of such demonstrations the cxtrome Catholies in
Northern Ireland hsve destroyed =11 hope of a peaceful unificatlon of
Ircland as a whole, the extreme Protestants have destroyed the basis of the
ascendency they were trying te proteet, and the New Left have alicnated a
whole pceneration from soeialism,

It would not be fair to Northern Ireland to conclude without making it
clear that the total number of extremists of all sorts involved in the
disturbances number only a few thousand in all, and that more than 90% of
tho people live in goodwill, without over having scon an act of violence
exeept on telovision. This 1s the fourth and most important lusson
Northern Ireland has for the world., That a modern hiphly oreanised
community is terrifyingly vulncrable.
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